SIXTH GRADE COMET CHARACTER
Grade Level:  6
Length:  Nine weeks
Textbook:  None at present time
Teacher Resource Book:  No Putdowns:  Positive Approaches to Negative Situations.  Grade 6 Program Guide, plus a variety of additional materials.
Class Description:  Sixth grade Comet Character is designed to assist students in making positive choices to enable them to live as productive members of our society.  It helps students positively answer the question:  Who are you and what do you do when no one is looking?  It serves to help students treat each other with mutual respect and understanding – the foundation for success in all areas of life!  The course will use material from the No Putdowns curriculum, which will help students develop strategies for reducing their own use of putdowns and responding to others’ putdowns without violence.  The course focuses on five main skills:  Think About Why, Stay Cool, Shield Myself, Choose a Response, and Build Up.  Through these five skills the topics/areas to be covered include, but are not limited to:
· Habit Development

· Character definitions/building

· Building self-esteem/self confidence

· Acts of kindness

· Understand putdowns and recognize reasons for such behavior

· Developing talents

· Conflict resolution

· Controlling reactions 

· Setting goals

· Dealing with peer pressure/stress

· Listening skills 

· Communication skills

· Building teams

· Understanding diversity and dealing with intolerance

· Community service

· Personal reflection and evaluation

Primary means of assessment:  In-class discussions, homework, essays, projects, research paper, tests, journaling, evaluative writing, community service, class participation
Specific Course Requirements:  

1. Students must participate in class discussions in a manner which is conducive to their own and others’ learning.  To this end, a grade will be given for discussion activities.  This grade will count for 20% of a student’s marking period grade.
2. Students will need two spiral notebooks (70 page ones should be sufficient).  
a. One notebook will be used for lecture notes

b. The second notebook will be used for journaling/writing activities which we will do at the beginning and end of every hour.  Students will need these notebooks at the beginning of the SECOND week of class.

3. Active involvement in school/community service (done as a class and with groups)

4. Self-motivation and willingness to evaluate self.

5. Cooperative group involvement

6. Respect for all opinions and the ability to keep information confidential.  Failure to do so will result in a failing grade.

7. Students will need to have their planners with them at all times.
8. I encourage students to become active readers (I love to read!).  To that end, students are required to bring with them an appropriate reading book at all times.  We will use this during “down” time.  It does NOT need to have a specific theme to it – just something the student enjoys!
9. Students must maintain a 59.5%.

Service-Learning Project (possible):  These will vary based upon the class and their goals.  I teach a high school class very similar to Comet Character, and some examples of past projects include:  public presentation of social awareness issues, school community-building, including working with the Asset Committee on the creation of birthday cards for all students, Make a Difference Night, and community pride days.  Projects will be planned and carried out by the class or by specific groups.

