SEVENTH GRADE SOCIAL STUDIES

Grade Level:  7
Length:  Full year (second semester builds on first)

Textbook:  Exploring Our World:  People, Places, and Cultures, Eastern Hemisphere (Glencoe, McGraw Hill)


You are responsible for your textbook.  Any damage or loss will require monetary compensation to the school district.  Treat your textbook well!

Class Description:  Seventh grade social studies is designed to enable the student to understand his/her relationship to the world through the five themes of geography.  The course will emphasize geographic location, discourse and trade between societies, and the interaction between environment and humans.  We will look at the people and the culture of the region.  In addition, the history of the area explained in a geographic context will be related to the way we live today.  Topics/Areas to be covered include, but are not limited to:

· The five themes of geography

· Biomes

· World Religions

· Water

· Russia

· North Africa, Southwest Asia, and Central Asia

· Africa South of the Sahara

· South Asia

· East Asia and Southeast Asia

· Australia, Oceania, and Antarctica

· Research-based paper

· Project-based activities

· MEAP practice/review

· Geographic skills

· Map reading/identification

· Data interpretation




Primary means of assessment:  In-class discussions, homework, map identification, essays, projects, research paper, tests, journaling
Specific Course Requirements:  

1. Students must participate in in-class discussions.  

2. Students will need a spiral notebook (70 page ones should be sufficient) for lecture notes.  Students will need these notebooks at the beginning of the SECOND week of class.

3. Students will need to have their planners with them at all times.
4. I encourage students to become active readers (I love to read!).  To that end, students are required to bring with them an appropriate reading book at all times.  We will use this during “down” time.  It does NOT need to have a social studies theme to it – just something the student enjoys!
5. Students must maintain a 59.5%.

Service-Learning Project (possible):  Presentation of a specific world region.  The project would include a physical display and specific parts of the culture, including, but not limited to games, crafts, food, current events, folktales, and maps.  (I did this with my ninth grade class; they really enjoyed it, and I think my seventh graders will, too!)
