6th Grade Social Studies
Reading/Writing/Data Analysis

SIP 1:  Cultural Diversity
Role:  A 6th grade student in Miss Kuhrt’s class
Audience:  Your school board
Format:  A persuasive essay
Task:  The school board has decided that we are too culturally diverse (different).  They have stated that we need to think of ourselves just as “Americans”.  We need to embrace the “American” culture.  To this end, we need to focus less on languages, world geography, and world history, and more on English, the United States, and American history.  Convince the school board that they are mistaken in their views.  How does the universal geographic theme of movement apply to your arguments?    Use information from the article, your data chart of work miles traveled, the map plots of ancestor roots, the Discovering Your Roots video, and prior background knowledge.  Your opinion is not enough!  You must back up your thoughts with relevant data!
Specs:  

A.  Length:  The essay must be at least five paragraphs long.  Each paragraph should be between 4-5 sentences long.  You may handwrite or type your essay.  If you handwrite it, I must be able to read it!  Should you type your essay, please use Times font and double spaced.  Margins should be standard one-inch margins.  
B.  Detail/Evidence:  Convince me that cultural diversity is a necessary part of our American life.  To do so, you will need to include specific, relevant examples from your data analysis (the chart and map), the video, and the article.  These will help support your opinions.  
C.  Layout:  Your paper should consist of at least five paragraphs – an introduction and conclusion, and three supporting paragraphs.  Don’t forget to include a thesis statement.
D.  Grading:  You will be graded using the SIP rubric.  You will be graded on your paper and the chart/graph you have completed.  This will be a large grade!

E.  Deadline:  Your paper needs to be turned in at the beginning of class on Monday, October 27, 2014.
