GOVERNMENT
Grade Level:  11
Length:  One semester
Textbook:  Magruder’s American Government (Prentice Hall)

You are responsible for your textbook.  Any damage or loss will require monetary compensation to the school district.  At present time, the textbook costs $87.00, and this would be the fee you would be charged should you lose your book!  Treat your textbook well!
Class Description:  The function of the Government class is to assist students in becoming more knowledgeable participants in the US political-economic system and world economy. In government we will emphasize the theoretical concepts of the Declaration of Independence, our civil rights guarantees and the structure and function of the U.S. government.  Topics/Areas to be covered include, but are not limited to:

· Characteristics of government and various forms of government
· Characteristics of States and states

· Declaration of Independence

· The Constitution

· Historical documents and events which influenced our governmental system

· Federalism

· The Electoral Process

· Political Parties

· Congress 

· How a Bill becomes Law

· Mock Congress

· The Presidency

· The Judicial System

· Key court cases

· Civil Rights/liberties

· Foreign Policy

Primary means of assessment:  In-class discussions, homework, jump starter journaling, essays, projects, research paper, tests, standardized assessments

Specific Course Requirements:  

1. Students must participate in in-class discussions.  

2. Students will complete a Mock Congress simulation.

3. Students may be required to complete an original research based paper.

4. Standardized assessments will be given throughout the trimester.  (Assessments that are common to all government classes).  

5. Students must maintain a 59.5% with 5 or fewer unexcused absences.

