August 2020
Dear Theatre Student and Parent/Guardian:

Welcome back to school!  I hope you have had an enjoyable summer, but now it is time to get the new-school year started.  I hope you are just as excited to be in Theatre class as I am to teach it!  This year will be an interesting year for sure!  I want you to know that your health and well-being are of the utmost importance to me, and I will do all I can to keep you safe.  Please note that means my classes may run a bit differently than usual.  We will need to limit traditional group work and we won’t be able to do some of the activities we usually do.  However, please note that my goals for theatre will not change.  You will be able to experience and participate in theatre, be creative, grow in confidence, and learn to work with others.  One of the biggest changes you will notice is that I am coming to you virtually, at least for the first nine weeks.  Because of health reasons, I will need to work remotely.  I will still be providing you lessons, but I will be working alongside Mrs. Denise Powell, who will be with you in the classroom.  Mrs. Powell is a certified teacher who has a great love of theatre.  She will be an excellent resource inside the classroom!  She will take care of all your classroom needs!  How lucky are you?!  You’ve got two teachers caring for you!
Theatre can be described as "art in action."  In this class, we will get directly involved in the dramatic process.  Students will have a chance to learn a bit about the skills an actor needs.  We will build teamwork, cooperation, and mutual respect, and look at some specific skills, including musical theatre, acting, and directing. While there may not be much homework, students will definitely be challenged!  You will be required to act in a one-act play, which will be put on for your peers (this may be done virtually).  You will memorize lines and get up on stage!  There is no getting around these responsibilities; they are minimum course requirements to pass theatre, and it is imperative that you are aware of this as we start!  Further information regarding Theatre can be found on the course description sheet that your student has received.
A classroom needs to have firmly recognized procedures, and this letter helps to establish those for you.  It’s main purpose is to inform you of what I expect so that there will be no surprises!  Because I definitely believe this information to be of utmost importance, this will count as the first grade of the year.  It is worth 100 points – all that you need to do is read the letter, sign it, and return it by the date given!  It’s that simple! Please note, that you may do so digitally.  A simple email will suffice!  

Preparedness:  Come to class every day on time with everything you need!  Bring your supply kit, a good attitude, and a participatory spirit. You should be ready to participate!  You don’t need to be perfect in every theatre activity, but you do need to try!  I do not accept late work, so obviously, you will need to be prepared!  
Hall (including locker and bathroom):  I limit the number of times you may leave the room to eight per semester, and I limit the time you may leave to when you are doing individual work.  Therefore, it is imperative that you complete all of your “business” before coming to class!

Absences:  While I love to see your smiling face, your health is very important.  Please stay home if you are feeling sick.  If you do miss class, it is your responsibility to get your missed work.  If you do miss class, it is your responsibility to get your missed work.  Per school policy, students have the same number of days they missed to make up their work.  Therefore, if you miss on Monday and return to school on Tuesday, your work is due on Wednesday.  

Discipline:  The student handbook lists discipline areas.  I expect that all my students follow the rules listed in the handbook.  Should a student choose to break discipline policy and disrupt the class, certain consequences will result.  Depending on the severity and the frequency of the disruption, a student may receive a warning, a conference, a detention at my convenience, or a referral.  If a student is to serve a detention, a note will be sent home with them explaining their actions and giving the detention date and time.  Please remember, that breaking discipline policy is a choice that you make, and choices do have consequences!  For further clarification regarding my policies and procedures, please refer to the Kuhrt A-Z list.

Grading Policy:  In this class, you will be graded on your participation, your performances on assignments, writing analysis, homework, tests, quizzes, and projects.  I base my grading system on points and then use total points to determine a student’s percentage and grade, which are given according to school policy.  Using this system, a small assignment is not given the same weight as a large one, reflecting an accurate measure of student success.  Remember, to pass the class, students must earn a 59.5%, and complete all minimum course requirements.

Accessibility:  On the school website you can access Powerschool, which gives you the right to view all of your student’s grades.  If you haven’t signed up for this yet, please contact the middle school office.  If you have any additional questions, or if a situation arises during the year and you need to contact me, please feel free to do so.  You may contact me by email at Theresa.Kuhrt@hanoverhorton.org or Mrs. Powell by email at Denise.Powell@hanoverhorton.org 

My google classroom code for Face to Face Students is:  hjt5zz4  For virtual students, my google classroom code is:  prinolp  Please also join REMIND.  The code for that for both face to face and virtual students is:  de66b9  If you text that number, you will join my REMIND group, which provides information on upcoming projects, tests, large assignments or other types of communication.  If you do not have text, you can also sign up by email and that information is found on my website at misskuhrt.weebly.com. There is a wealth of information on this page, and – while most of the information your student will need will be on google classroom – I will still try my best to update my webpage.   

Thank you for taking the time to allow me to familiarize you with my policies and procedures.  I’m looking forward to a creative, fun year with my theatre students!
Sincerely,
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Theresa Kuhrt

High School Teacher

Denise Powell

Long-term co-teacher

FIRST ASSIGNMENT OF THE YEAR!!!!!

WORTH 100 POINTS!

By signing this paper, I acknowledge that I have read Miss Kuhrt’s introductory letter and our specific class information sheet.  I have familiarized myself with Miss Kuhrt’s policies and procedures and our specific class requirements.  I will strive to follow these and realize there will be consequences if I do not.

Student’s name (please print) _________________________________________________

Student’s signature _________________________________________________________

Date _______________________

By signing this paper, I acknowledge that I have read Miss Kuhrt’s introductory letter and my student’s specific class information sheet.  I have familiarized myself with the policies and procedures that my student is expected to follow, and I am acquainted with his/her specific class requirements.  

Parent/Guardian name (please print) ________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian signature ________________________________________________________

Home Phone ___________________________________

Work Phone (please indicate which parent/guardian’s phone this is) _______________________

Parents’/Guardians’ Email address ____________________________________________________

Date _____________________________________

************THIS FORM IS DUE BY THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 2020************   

PLEASE NOTE, AN EMAIL TO MISS KUHRT SIGNIFYING YOU HAVE READ AND UNDERSTAND THIS INFORMATION IS SUFFICIENT.  YOU DO NOT NEED TO SIGN AN ACTUAL SHEET!                                                               
