THEATRE PERFORMANCE
Today, you will play the role of a producer.  His/her job is to choose the play that shall be produced by the Hanover-Horton Theatre Company.  Through this, his/her main goal is to put on a play that will draw in an audience and bring in profit.  

To do so, the producer must consider his/her audience – what is it that they will like?  What will make them come see a show?  From this director’s point of view, comedy – especially physical comedy – always seems to be a hit.  Smart humor doesn’t always work as well. 
They must also consider the talent of the director and the actors that they will draw from.  When looking at our Theatre Company, there are roles for a maximum of seven boys and twenty girls.  However, if all students were in the cast, there would be no crew to run lights, curtains, change scenes, help with lines and so forth.  So, it would be wise to look for a cast size of approximately 17-20 students.  When looking at past experience, there are six students who have it; however, this doesn’t mean that there is not untapped talent amongst the rest of the Company.  
The producer should also look at the space that they have to work with.  You all know what the Hanover-Horton stage looks like.  Area staging or staging that requires two levels is not very easy.  Nor is staging that requires many special effects or special lighting easy to do.  That doesn’t mean you automatically reject those plays that call for any of these features, but that you carefully consider if it is within your ability to stage successfully. 
How long should a play be?  Audiences like two or three act plays – they feel as though they are getting their money’s worth!  (  Look for plays that are 50-120 minutes long to produce.  You really do not want to go over 120 minutes.  Two hours, plus intermissions is pushing the limits of the audience at Hanover-Horton. 
Your job is to partner with another student or work in groups of three and find at least two full-length plays.  Remember, the full length play will be done for the community.  If you can find more, do so!  The more plays we have to choose from, the easier it will be to find a great one!  I am not going to assign you websites or catalogues, but please, don’t everyone choose the first one.  We need variety.  Yes, some are much easier to search than others, but that doesn’t mean there aren’t great plays in each.  If you find a play that is interesting, try to read a preview of it.  On the worksheet, note the name of the play, author, publishing company, summary, cast size, time requirements, and any other staging so that you can share it with the director (me) and your other Company members.

Play Publication Catalogues:

BIG DOG PUBLISHING




www.bigdogplays.com
CONTEMPORARY DRAMA SERVICE


www.contemporary.com
PIONEER DRAMA




www.pioneerdrama.com
IE CLARK





www.ieclark.com or www.applays.com
HEUER






www.hitplays.com
ELDRIDGE





www.histage.com
BROOKLYN PUBLISHING




www.brookpub.com
DRAMATIC PUBLISHING




www.dramaticpublishing.com
DPS






www.dramatists.com
SAMUEL FRENCH




www.samuelfrench.com
BAKERS PLAYS





www.bakersplays.com
Other sites to look at as well

www.broadwayplaypubl.com
www.theatrefolk.com
www.youthplays.com 

